
 CULHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting duly convened and held on Monday 11th April 

2016 at Culham Parochial C of E School 
 

 
Present: Cllrs A. Jones (Chair), A. Steele, G. Gibbs, J. Thomas, S. Casey-Rerhaye and R. Epps. 
 
 
In attendance: L. Dalby (Clerk), County Councillor L. Lindsay-Gale, District Cllr S. Lawson and 
five members of the public. 

 
 

1. Public Participation 
Residents of Thame Lane present at the meeting explained their concerns about a proposal 
from the European School to erect a fence along the back of their gardens blocking their 
access to the field. The decision to erect the fence has been made with no consultation with 
the neighbours. 
The residents currently use their gates to provide safe access to the school for their children 
as Thame Lane has become increasingly dangerous at school run times. The school is 
expanding annually as the Europa School grows and they are concerned that the problem is 
going to get worse. 
Cllr Lindsay-Gale agreed to arrange for the Highways Safety Officer to visit the site as soon as 
possible. 
 
John Taylor reassured the Parish Council that the track to the Hydro plant will be grassed 
over once the work is complete. Cllr Gibbs raised concerns that this may be difficult in some 
areas where there track has been built up – Mr Taylor agreed to ensure this is taken into 
consideration. Mr Taylor also reported that once the work has been completed residents will 
be offered the chance to buy shares in the scheme. The Trustees are also trying to organise a 
local grid position which would allow local homes to pay a different rate for the electricity 
than if purchasing directly from the Grid however this is dependent on decisions from the 
Government and SSE. 
 
Mr Taylor reported that plans have been drawn up for ten starter homes on the Waggon and 
Horses site in two blocks of five. The houses will be sold at 80% of the local average price. The 
trustees have employed a specialist to discuss the best way forward for the pub itself as they 
wish to retain a pub area as well as dining room. The pub has been broken in to and is covered 
in graffiti so they wish to get on with work as soon as possible. They would also be prepared 
to pay for a pedestrian phase to be added to the traffic lights. 
 
2. Reports from County and District Councillors 
County Cllr Lindsay-Gale’s report is held on file. 
 
District Cllr Lawson’s report is held on file. The Hills Quarry application has been submitted 
and the consultation ends on 13th May. 
The Parish Council raised concerns about having to vote in Clifton Hampden – Cllr Lawson 
will speak to Democratic Services. 
 
3. Apologies for absence 
There were none. 
 



4. Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest 
There were none. 
 
5. Minutes of the meeting held on 14th March 2016   
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed with three amendments and signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
6. Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk has been contacted by a resident who has had problems with the Turkey Oak in the 
recreation field dropping branches into her property. The Clerk will contact a tree surgeon. 
 
7. Recreation Ground Report and use of Shed 
Cllr Gibbs reported that the shed now needs cleaning out and a decision needs to be made 
about re-connecting water and electrics. The door at the back also needs to be unblocked. 
 
8. Tree Planting 
It was agreed to consider planting trees around the Parish as per the agreement made when 
the land near to the Green was obtained. 
 
9. Neighbourhood Plan 
No progress. 
 
10. Culham Community Building 
A committee is needed to take the project forward. 
 
11. Village Fete 
No progress. 
 
12. Queens 90th Birthday Celebrations 
Cllrs Gibbs and Epps will organise the celebrations. 
 
13. Planning – Hydro Scheme Works 
As per Public Participation. 
 
14. Waggon and Horses 
As per Public Participation. 
 
15. Mooring at Lock Cutting 
Concerns have been raised about boats mooring permanently at the lock cutting and the 
associated car parking. Parking issues should be reported to the Police. 
 
16. Gate in Lock Car park 
The Clerk will contact SODC to find out if it would be possible to put a gate in the car park 
fence to allow direct access to the lock without the need to come out onto the road. 
 
17. Village Green Gravel 
The gravel and whacker plate will be delivered on Saturday. 
 
18. Pavement Flooding 
The Clerk will report the very poor state of the pavements in the Parish to OCC. 
 



19. Agree Accounts for Payment 
The following accounts for payment were agreed. 
Payee and Reason £ detail £ VAT £ total 
L. Dalby – Clerk’s Salary and Expenses 188.22  188.22 
Post Office Ltd - PAYE 43.80  43.80 
J. Boyland - Maintenance 962.00 192.40 1154.40 
J. Rockall – work to Cemetery 173.49  173.49 
 
20. Correspondence 
A letter has been received from Mrs Woodley regarding the statement from the Parish Council 
in The Mouthpiece. The Clerk will respond. 
 
21. Items for report and inclusion on May’s Agenda 
 
22. Future Meeting 
The date of the annual meeting of the Parish Council and the Annual Parish Meeting was 
confirmed as 9th May 2016 at the school. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 9.20pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………………………..Dated……………………………………………………. 


