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 CULHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting duly convened and held on 

Tuesday 11th October 2022 hosted at Culham church 
 

Attendees:  
Councillors: S. Casey-Rerhaye (SCR)  
(District Councillor); A. Steele (AS) (Acting Chair); Adrian Morris (AM); Siobhan Sergeant (SS) 

 
Bethan Allen (Clerk) (BA)  
 
6 members of the public 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

P. Owen (Chair) (PO) 
 

2. Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest 
There were none. 
 

3. Report from Robin Bennett (County Councillor) 
RB was not present. All Councillors had received his report on email, so it is assumed to have 
been read. 

4. Report from Sam Casey-Rerhaye (District Councillor) 
Summit held and report to come out about how best to support residents. 100% council tax 
relief available in SODC. Growing numbers of reports of people sleeping rough. An additional 
£2.65m of business rates has been identified. Grant funding for social housing in Wheatley. 
 

5. Les Durrant from DPDS to discuss the development of the Waggon & Horses 
Les Durrant and his team presented the plans for the regeneration of the Waggon & Horses. 
DPDS are hopeful the package is what the parish wanted. It needs to meet special 
circumstances test. No precedent so unchartered territory. Request to incorporate the 
community orchard. In order for this proposal to get through planning, Culham as a 
community need to get behind it and write to the case officer to say that this does meet very 
special circumstances. The Council voted all in favour of backing the proposal.  

 
6. Public Participation (Max 15 minutes) 

Cars at the play school are parking on the grass verges, it looks to be staff. Email to be sent to 
ask staff to use to car park at the lock. 
 

7. Village Green and orchard – update from Morrell’s representative 
Plans distributed by John Taylor (JT). Only contention would be if Morrell's wanted to move the 
orchard then they must bear the cost. If it falls into disrepair, Morrells would have the right to 
determine the lease, and an arbiter would be employed to decide if it is in disrepair. The Parish 
Council will take it away and consider. Terms remain the same regardless of where it is. Some 
discussion around the orchard being located by the Waggon & Horses - looks better. JT to go 
back and discuss with Morrell's. If having the orchard at the Waggon & Horses helps the hotel 
planning go through then better to move. 
 

8. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 20th September 2022 
Apologies for the incorrect date on the agenda. Approved. 

 
9. Update on previous meetings actions 

BA reported that the main outstanding action is for PO and GG to repair the notice board on 
the Green. GG noted there was a plan in place. 
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10.  Decision to appoint a new Internal Auditor 

Mike Plattern appointed as Internal Auditor. Vote: all in favour. 
 

11.  Decision to adopt the Communications Policy 
To be rolled forward to November’s meeting. 

12.  Discussion on sewage discharge into the Thames 
River Thames watch group have been in contact with Thames Water and they are now sending 
updates of when they will pump sewage into the river. SS agreed to follow up. 
 

13.  Discussion regarding dog walking around the recreation ground 
Potential for second phase of Sutcliffe playground plan to have included in a long term plan. 
 

14.  Items to be included in next year’s budget 
• Fence or hedge for the orchard 
• Trees for the orchard 
• Cemetery access 
• Consultant to facilitate new land for a cemetery 

 
15.  Discussion on footpaths and village green 

Two members of the public have submitted witness statements to say they have walked the 
permissive paths for more than 20 years. SCR has had discussions with members of the village 
and several people have/will do statements. JT: this is a repeat of something that's been done 
in the past. If we get any applications to make it a public footpath it'll be fenced off 
immediately. The council decided that it will continue with the application to have the 
permissive footpaths added. 

 
16.  Discuss defibrillator purchase and installation 

BA presented the 3 quotes for purchase and installation of a defibrillator to be located on the 
side of the nursery. FuturForm were chosen as the preferred supplier. Vote: all in favour. Cost 
for a fully automatic defibrillator of £795 plus a heated lockable wall mount of £800. SCR noted 
that the SODC fund may be available to cover such a purchase in the near future. SCR will let 
the council know when this becomes open for applications. 
 

17.  Update on the playground project 
This item was moved up the agenda on the night of the meeting in order to accommodate the 
project leader’s availability.  
 
Three supplier quotes sought and preference shown to Sutcliffe. Wickstead good quote but not 
as transparent as others. Adult exercise equipment is included in the plan. Not much 
maintenance required in the first 5 years. Annual check at £100/year. As equip is metal - life 
span is a lot longer. Vote: All in favour. Agreed to proceed but BA noted (in his absence) that 
PO would like to see and have final sign off on any and all contracts.  
 

18.  Update on 20’s plenty 
An application has been submitted. SS will send something to GG to put in the Mouthpiece to 
garner community support. 
 

19.  Update on tree planting  
Waiting for another quote to come through but this would mean the village would have to 
plant the trees themselves.  
 

20.  Discussion to devise a strategy for advertising the May elections 
GG will put something in the Mouthpiece, as has been for previous elections. 
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21.  Joint Parish Council and HiF road discussion 

SCR gave an update. Proposal to call a village meeting for an hour before the next PC meeting 
to go through.  
 

22.  Discussion regarding a donation to the Royal British Legion 
£150 proposed. Voted: all in favour. 
 

23.  Discussion regarding the new street lights 
Nothing of note. 
 

24.  Update on the War Memorial from Andrew Steele 
No update. AS to chase up with Roy Epps and SS to chase Solidea. 

 
25. Clerk’s Report 

BA thanked the Councillors for all sending through photos of themselves. The website has 
been updated with these. 

 
Much of the month had been spent completing a reforecast for this year and preparing the 
budget for next year, along with pulling together all the financial information for the 
Playground Project and reading the quotes. Other projects this month have been lining up 
quotes for the defibrillator project and replacing our Internal Auditor.  
 
GG requested that draft minutes were published. Although this had been done in August, there 
wasn’t time for this in September due to the above and the shorter time between the 
September and October meetings because of the Queen’s funeral. This will be done for 
October. 
 
BA was sad to note that she will be standing down in her role as clerk. 

 
26. To agree accounts for payment: 

A&W Grounds (September grass cutting) Inv 0199 £360.00 

Clerk costs September 2022: 

Salary (£510.92) 

Expenses (£65.43) 

£576.35 

Royal British Legion (notional amount TBC) £150.00 

Printing of leaflets (amount TBC) £100.00 

 

All approved. 

 
27. To discuss the following planning applications: 

P22/S0209/FUL: Culham 
Science Centre 
 

Construction of infrastructure associated with the gateway area 
(As amended by Archaeological Desk Based Assessment dated 
February 2022 and amplified by Phase 1 Desk Study dated 
November 2021 received 22 March 2022, Master Plan received 13 
April 2022, Heritage Assessment received 27 April 2022 and 
Biodiversity Impact Assessment received 17 May 2022 and site 
plan, section drawings and planting plans accompanying email 
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from agent received 29 June 2022 and 3 August 2022 and 
amended plan removing on site parking and highway information 
received 13 September 2022) 

P22/S3308/FUL: 
Waggon & Horses 
 

Refurbishment of the Waggon & Horses public house to include 
demolition of C20th extensions and erection of replacement 
extensions, creation of 20-bed single storey courtyard hotel, 
creation of community orchard and associated works. 

 
No objections. 
 

28. Items for report and inclusion on November’s agenda 
• Election of Chair 
• People using the green for storage of items, namely cars 
• Email/Communications policy 
• Co-option of new Councillors 
• Neighbourhood Plan 
• Agree tree planting quote 

 
29. Future Meeting 

The date of the next Parish Council meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 8th November 2022 at 
7.30pm in the church. 
 
Meeting closed at 21:43 

 
 
ACTIONS: 
 

Action Responsible Date to be achieved

Write to Planners on behalf of the PC to back to Waggon & Horses proposal BA 21/10/2022

Send electronic copy of the Waggon & Horses plans to Gordon Gibbs BA 21/10/2022

Post the above plans on the Mouthpiece and ask for community support GG 31/10/2022

Write to the nursery to ask staff to use the public car park and avoid parking on the grass verges BA 21/10/2022

Follow up communications with Thames Watch Group to get notifications for the village on sewage discharge SS 31/10/2022

Update the council on when the fund will be available to be applied for from SODC to cover the defibrillator SCR 30/11/2022

Obtain contract from Sutcliffe for the Playground Project AP 21/10/2022

Authorise the Sutcliffe contract once received PO 31/10/2022

Send a note to GG to put something in the Mouthpiece to get support for the 20's plenty project SS 31/10/2022

Email Wayne Deakin to see if he knows who the Arboretum Officer is BA 21/10/2022

Advertise for May elections in the Mouthpiece GG 31/10/2022

Chase Roy Epps regarding the War Memorial AS 31/10/2022

Chase Solidea regarding the War Memorial SS 31/10/2022

Publish draft minutes BA 21/10/2022  


