CULHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting duly convened and held on
Wednesday, 9" August 2023 hosted at Culham Church

Attendees — Councillors: Apologies:

Chris Pritchard (CP) CHAIR Siobhan Sargeant (SS)
Caroline Baird (CB) Mike Richmond-Cooper (MRC)
Sam Casey-Rerhaye (SCR) Councillor and Nacho Gimenez (NG)

District Councillor

In Attendance:

Denise Corney — Clerk (DC)

Members of the public:

Philip Owen, John Taylor, Gordon Gibbs

The Meeting Opened at%.35pm

1.

Welcome, Apologies and Quorate
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. The meeting was Quorate.

ACTION

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest

There were no declarations of interest. The Clerk reminded all new Councillors to
complete the Register of Interest documents as a matter of urgency to comply
with statutory requirements.

ALL

To note for Minutes
The Parish Councillors wish to thank Andrew Steele for his support for 20 years as
a Councillor and wish him every success in future endeavours.

Report from SODC Councillor — Sam Casey-Rerhaye — August
SCR gave a brief summary of her August update with the following points
discussed:

e Community Grants funding now open with a maximum award of £5000.
Residents are invited to advise the Parish Council (email the Clerk in the
first instance), with any requests which would benefit the community (for
example — EV charging point and similar).

e CP (Chair) advised that he would attend the webinar — ‘Improving
Efficiency in Community Buildings’ which would be held on 10* October
2023.

e HIF1 - the Secretary of State (Michael Gove) had written to OCC and had
appointed a planning inspector to hold an inquiry on the decision made
by OCC. A recommendation would be made to the SoS. OCC had
therefore not yet formally issued the planning decision.

e District-Councillor-Report-Aug-2023.pdf (culham-pc.gov.uk)

Report from County Councillor

Apologies were received from Robin Bennett. A copy of his report can be seen on
the following link:

OCC-News-August-2023-County-Councillor.pdf ( culhm’{x—pc. gov.uk)

WA
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Public Participation (15 minutes maximum)

Renew/improve the Perspex to the noticeboard on the Green.

Cutting of hedge along the Burycroft — discuss with John Taylor

SCR would circulate a photograph to Councillors of the agreed contractual grass
cutting areas with A&W Grounds.

Purchase of the Green — in progress.

AGREED

SCR

To Approve Minutes from 12™" July 2023

The minutes from 12t July 2023 were accepted as a true and accurate record of
the meeting. The minutes were APPROVED. A signed copy of the minutes would
be uploaded to the website.

APPROVED
CLERK

HIF1 Road

HIF1 — the Secretary of State (Michael Gove) has “called in” the planning
application, which had been refused by the OCC P&R committee by a 7-2 vote on
17 July. The decision on whether the controversial road infrastructure project
should go ahead will now be decided by an inspector, following a public hearing.

There are concerns that OCC had delayed formally issuing the planning decision.
The Neighbouring Parish Councils Joint Committee are writing to the SoS and
local MPs in respect of such concerns and the unusual nature of this call in.

The HIF1 Joint Committee would be meeting again on 17™ August 2023 at 7pm
via MS Teams, to discuss the complaints process and content to be included.

CB offered to attend as an additional representative for Culham PC. [Meeting
subsequently postponed to 23 Aug 8pm].

Spoil Heaps (SCR/CB)

It was agreed to reconsider the decision made by the Parish Council at the April
meeting which had RESOLVED to keep the spoil heaps and not to remove. The
Clerk would add the discussion as an item, to the next meeting agenda for a
decision to be agreed by the Parish Council. The Clerk would check the
enforcement notice which was issued along with the original planning application
and recirculate for discussion at the September meeting. It was further agreed to
investigate soil contamination if necessary.

There was a discussion surrounding the requirement for additional grass cutting
to High Street where the large tree was hampering grass cutting underneath and
surrounds with the risk of limiting vision for vehicles. The Clerk would email A&W
Grounds to discuss the possibility of strimming to improve vision for turning
vehicles.

CLERK

CLERK

10.

Defibrillator

There was further discussion on the location for the defibrillator. CP would
investigate the possibility of locating at Culham Lock and would contact Red Kite
in Wallingford. It would also be prudent to enquire in more detail with the pre-
school. It was important to find and agree a suitable location as soon as possible

as the defibrillator was partly grant funded.
|
Pair. T,

CP/SS

Page 2 of 3




11. Road to the Barns/Potholes:
Potholes — it was agreed that chipping/aggregate would be purchased by the
Parish Council to enable the repair of potholes on the road leading to the Church
and to the Cemetery but not to the Barns. The Clerk would obtain a quotation. CLERK
12. Purchase of the Green
See note above under public participation (Item 6)
13. Purchase of Benches (SS)
To be discussed at September meeting. SS
14. To Approve continued use of April Skies Accounting for 2023/24 Internal Audit. | AGREED
APPROVED (£250.00 plus travel from Farnham Surrey)
15. To Agree Accounts for Payment:
A&W Grounds Grass Cutting - July 2023 - £650.00 AGREED
Clerk’s Salary £416.00 — 31°t August 2023 AGREED
Clerk’s expenses (printer cartridges) £33.50 AGREED
16. To discuss the following Planning Applications:
P22/53308/FUL Amendment no. 1
The Waggon and Horses, Abingdon Road, Culham 0X14 3BW:
Refurbishment of Waggon and Horses to include demolition of circa 20™ century
extensions and erection of replacement extensions, creation of a 20 bed single
storey courtyard hotel, creation of community orchard and associated works.
John Taylor confirmed that once planning permission was granted, the site
would be put up for sale and Morrells would not be developing the site.
However, access to the proposed community orchard must remain as part of the
consent. Sam Casey-Rerhaye would speak to the planning officer to give more
detailed feedback. SCR would advise the PC with the response comments to the
planning application once she had reviewed with the Planning Officer, Sarah SCR
Chessyre.
17. Matters Arising and Additional Items for discussion at next meeting:
e Spoil Heaps (SCR/CB)
e Defibrillator (SS/CP)
e Benches (SS)
e Project Swift
e Finance — Budget variation report and preparing budget for 24/25.
e Steps to Cemetery
[ ]
The Clerk would add the items to the next agenda.
18. Date of Next Meeting:

Wednesday, 13" September 2023 at 7.30pm in the Church.

The meeting closed 9.20pm.
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