CULHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting duly convened and held on
Wednesday, 8" November hosted at Culham Church

Attendees — Councillors:

Apologies:

Chris Pritchard (CP) CHAIR

Siobhan Sargeant (SS)

Nacho Gimenez {NG) (arriving circa 8pm)

Robin Bennett (RB) County Councillor

Mike Richmond-Cooper (MRC)

Sam Casey-Rerhaye (SCR) Councillor and
District Councillor

In Attendance:

Caroline Baird (CB)

Denise Corney — Clerk (DC)

Members of the public:

2 members of the public were in attendance

The Meeting Opened at 7.35pm

1.| Welcome, Apologies and Quorate

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. Apologies had been received from
Siobhan Sargeant. The meeting was Quorate.

ACTION

2.| Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest

There were no declarations of interest.

3.| Report from SODC Councillor — Sam Casey-Rerhaye

SCR gave a summary from her November report. SCR confirmed that work had
commenced on drafting the SODC strategic plan which would incorporate 6
themes which can be found on the link below.
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/11/SODC-

Corporate-Plan-2020-2024.pdf

on a corporate level.

employer.

SCR encouraged Councillors to email her with any ideas which may be pertinent

SODC had pledged an ongoing commitment for paying staff at least the Real
Living Wage and were working towards accreditation as a Living Wage

Grants towards energy saving measures are now available for those with a
maximum household income of £39K. A thermal imaging camera is also
available to loan to assist in assessment of heating in homes.

A free carbon emission calculator tool is also available which can be used by the
Parish to calculate the parish footprint.

A new grant has been launched to help with food and warmth this winter and is
aimed at local voluntary and community groups, town and parish councils
where it can be used to support those most in need. Grants can be applied for
of between £2-5K and up to £10K for a collaborative project.

UK Government climate target u-turn — SODC'’s leader has written to the
Department of Energy Security and Net Zero requesting a regulatory impact
assessment of the outcome of their policy changes and to seek assurance and
rationale as to how these policy changes are considered.
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5106 — improvement in existing housing policy to enable funds from Section
106 developer contributions to be used as a grant to build affordable homes
that are energy efficient and cheaper for residents to live in and heat.

The full report can be found at:
8th November 2023 - Culham Parish Council (culham-pc.gov.uk)

Report from County Councillor
Robin Bennett submitted a brief report for November:
8th November 2023 - Culham Parish Council (culham-pc.gov.uk)

The Chair (CP) would follow up with RB regarding safety measure and
improvements for Tollgate Road.

Clerk’s Report
The Clerk gave a brief summary of her report.

Aggregate/chippings — it was agreed that 5 tonnes would be ordered and this
would be carried out in Spring — March/April when it was hoped that the
ground would be drier to carry out repairs.

Steps to Cemetery — the Clerk would obtain two further quotes for the steps
and these would be discussed at the next meeting if all had been received.

ROSPA — the Clerk was following up with Sutcliffe playgrounds regarding the
repairs necessary.

The Clerk requested that all councillors to advise of any specific projects/spend
for year 2024-25 in preparation for drafting the budget.

Trees for Orchard — Clerk to discuss with SS regarding any further grant funding
and agree when to plant (early Spring).

The full report can be found at:
8th November 2023 - Culham Parish Council (culham-pc.gov.uk)

CLERK

Public Participation (15 minutes maximum)

John Taylor advised that within the plans for the Waggon and Horses
application, a provision of a footpath had been included to the east side of
Tollgate Road.

The Green — form of transfer — SCR commented that the PC had no power to
transfer continued access to the Green to Morrells. The Clerk would contact a
Solicitor for specific advice regarding legislation surrounding village greens.
(Inclosure Act 1857/ Village Green Act 1953). The Clerk would contact Lucy
Dalby from OALC for recommendations for a suitable lawyer.

CLERK

.| To Approve Minutes from 11" October 2023

The minutes from 11t October 2023 were accepted as a true and accurate
record of the meeting, with one minor amendment which was updated by
hand on the minutes. The minutes were APPROVED.

APPROVED
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A signed copy of the minutes would be uploaded to the website.

HIF1 Road
Greg O‘Broin had managed to secure a place to represent Parish Councils at the

Case Management Conference with the Inspector. The Hearing was scheduled
to take 8 days. Rule 6 could be applied where a right is given to question the
other party. Fundraising was being discussed to raise money with the
possibility of employing a barrister as additional support. Fundraising activities
had commenced in Appleford and a village lunch had been arranged. SCR was
looking into crowdfunding and would provide further information. It had been
agreed that other options for the road should be discussed and an alternative
vision agreed. SCR had been in contact with David Milner from Create Streets
to gain advice for an alternative vision.

SCR

Improving Train Service from Appleford
Parish Councillors agreed to support Appleford with any assistance required to

campaign for an improved train service.

Improving safety of the pavement along Tollgate Road
NG was progressing with approaching the appropriate authorities to improve
the safety. To be discussed with an update at the December meeting.

NG/CLERK

Defibrillator Progress update (CP)
CP confirmed that he would arrange an onsite visit and then coordinate

installation requirements with AED.

To agree roles and projects for each Councillor
The Clerk gave suggestions of specific roles which could be allocated to each
Councillor such as Planning; Grounds Maintenance; Highways; Footpaths etc.

The Clerk would circulate a list for Councillors to consider and be ready to agree

at the next meeting in December.

CLERK

Fishing Club parking at hydroelectric station (CP)

CP explained that there was an issue with access to the area and increased
traffic. JT confirmed that the agreement had been to allow access at specific
times of the year and would check the exact agreement and advise the Clerk.
CP would give an update to the resident who had raised the issue and SCR

would check with planners..

CP/SCR

To agree and discuss working party to repair potholes
(ALL)
See Clerk’s report under item 5.

in vicinity of Church

Finance — budget variance
Discussed under item 5 — Clerk’s Report

To Agree Accounts for Payment:

A&W Grounds Grass Cutting August 2023 - £795.00

Clerk’s Salary £416.00 29" November 2023

Diocese of Oxford — Culham Rent for Glebe/Rec for one year

To discuss the following Planning Applications:
No further applications received during the period to 11t October 2023.

AGREED
AGREED
AGREED
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Date Registered
P23/5$3559/T28
OPP 15 High Street Culham OX14 4NB
Installation of 1 x 9m Light Wooden Pole.

20 October 2023
P23/53558/728
o/s Culham Community The Glebe Culham 0X14 4ND
Installation of 1 x 9m Light Wooden Pole.

20 October 2023
P23/S3600/T28
Opp 4, 6,9, 12A Tollgate Road Culham
9m Light Wooden Pole

19 October 2023
Installation of Wood Poles - CP agreed to follow up with the planner to
ascertain if the poles were replacement or additional and would advise the PC
accordingly.

P23/53508/CM
Land at Culham Weir Culham OX14 4NJ

Retention of a spoil heap waste deposit {soil inert). Consultation end date 16
November 2023.

17 October 2023
Councillors discussed and had reviewed the application for the retention of
spoil heap waste deposit. After some deliberation, Councillors APPROVED the
application.

CB drew attention to a recent notification regarding the reservoir construction
in Hanney and the impact from this on Culham — Culham had not been
consulted. CB agreed to contact Thames Water and request an update with the
latest plans to review the proposed impact on Culham. A public engagement
day had been arranged in Steventon on 15" November between 2 and 8pm.

18

Matters Arising and Additional Items for discussion at next meeting:
o HIF1 Fundraising
e Benches (SS)
Finance — Budget variation report and draft budget for 24/25.
Steps to Cemetery (Clerk’s Report) — progress (Clerk)
Trees for Orchard — purchase and planting
Roles/projects for councillors to agree
Potential impact from reservoir
Access to fishing
Improving safety to path alongside Tollgate Road
Clerk’s report — update on Sutcliffe agreement to make good rough
ground.

The Clerk would add the items to the next agenda.

CLERK
19 Date of Next Meeting:
Wednesday13th December at 7.30pm -venue to be confirmed. Clerk to
approach Europa School to use their facilities. CLERK

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.
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