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Barn Swallow over Manor Farm Barns
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Dates for your Diary
Fri 5t June 7.30pm Ladies of Culham - printing St Paul’'s Church
Wed 10 June | 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Culham g‘;’;ﬁi{y & Pre-







Culham Village Community WhatsApp Group

Please scan the QR code below to join now!

To engage with your local community, please join the ‘Culham Village Community’
WhatsApp group.
To scan the QR code above simply open up your ‘photo’ app and hover it over the QR code and
join the relevant group that interests you.

Culham Village Defibrillator

The Culham Village Defibrillator is located at the Culham Village Nursery &
Preschool on an external wall facing onto the Glebe.




Talking Point by Revd Canon Rachel Carnegie

Our summer in Dorchester started in great style with the Festival. Once again there was
so much to relish, whatever our age or interests — or indeed species, as dogs had
opportunities for fun too and birds singing in the meadows were star performers.

An excellent offering for everybody: musical delights of every genre; art to inspire; art to create; family fun,
with a marathon chicken, a Calendar Girl entrant in the duck race, and the Rector walking on custard.

It was uplifting to experience all this as part of the Abbey and community vision for hospitality and outreach
through the arts. Woven through this was the spiritual life of the Abbey, with special worship, poetry, biblical
portraits, and community art.

The Dorchester Festival gave us in the village and many hundreds of visitors an amazing programme over
ten days. Warmest appreciation and thanks to Steph and Nick Forman for their outstanding commitment in
creating the Festival, and to the dozens of people from across the community who help deliver the events.

Amidst all this rich reflection and joyous entertainment, the Festival has raised much valued funds for the
Abbey and its festival partner, ‘Be Free Young Carers’. This inspiring organisation supports over 700
children and young people across Oxfordshire who care for a family member with iliness, disability, mental
health, or addiction. It is a reminder of the extra and hidden challenges that many children and young people
face, but that we may not initially see.

Those brave individuals abseiling down the Abbey tower raised valuable funds towards this cause.

At this time of conflict around the world and anxiety and tension in our own country, we all need to find time
to restore ourselves, to connect with the good, fun and beautiful things in life, such as the Festival, to help us
to be more resilient to life’s shocks and stresses.

On the Festival nighttime tree walk, we stood in darkness by the Thame amongst towering, shimmering
poplars and looked back at the illuminated east window of the Abbey (see the photo). It was a profound
moment, standing on the river bank where perhaps King Cynegils was baptized by St Birinus, where monks
had served and people have prayed, and where, centuries later, the community still comes together to love
and serve God, one another, and our world.

Standing under the poplars, we read a poem by Mary Oliver: When | am among Trees.

Around me the trees stir in their leaves

and call out, “Stay awhile.”

The light flows from their branches.

And they call again, “It's simple,” they say,

“and you too have come into the world to do this,
to go easy, to be filled with light, and to shine.”

So, with the glorious activity of the Festival over for this year, we remain in this beautiful place, with the
Abbey at its heart, with people of kindness around us, and a precious natural environment to treasure. Jesus
said that he came that we might have life and have it in all its fullness (John 10.10). This abundant life, this
gift from God, fills us with light that we can also reflect out into the world. There is so much for which to give
thanks.

Every blessing, Rachel
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ABBEY EVENTS

Sunday 07 June, 7pm. Langtree Sinfonia

Gilbert &amp; Sullivan: Overture - The Pirates of Penzance. Hubert Parry: Symphony No. 3 in C major: The
English. Elgar: Cello Concerto with celebrated Soloist: Ellen Baumring-Gledhill, finalist in the string section
of BBC Young Musician of the year 2020 and Postgraduate at the Royal Academy of Music. Tickets
langtreesinfonia.co.uk // or on the Door // £15 / Students £7.50 / Under 16s Free

Saturday 13 June, 7pm Orchestra of St John’s

ENGLAND AND EMPIRE with RAPHAEL WALLFISCH Cello. VW’s Symphony No 5 is a serene and
contemplative work, often called the “Celestial City”, completed in 1943 during World War Il, which offers a
pastoral and mysterious sound world that contrasts with the previous Fourth Symphony. Walton&#39;s
Crown Imperial, a grand orchestral march from the 1937 coronation of King George VI, is a staple of British
state occasions. Elgar’s Cello Concerto is a deeply personal and elegiac work written after World War [, in
contrast with his earlier, more bombastic style.

Tickets £17.50 - £30 www.0sj.org.uk

Saturday 20 June, 7:30pm Benson Choral Society

Acis & Galatea — A charming summer romp.

Handel’s gem of a mini-opera or masque, Acis and Galatea, is a simple tale of Acis, a shepherd, and
Galatea, a sea nymph. It was Handel’'s most popular stage work in his lifetime. The story is derived from
Ovid’'s Metamorphoses, and it has a fine libretto by John Gay and Alexander Pope. There are many
memorable moments, which include Polyphemus’ great aria ‘O ruddier than the cherry’. Soloists: Anastasia
Bevan, Dominic Bevan. William Searle and Ben Davies (who has sung with the Sixteen) and authentic
baroque orchestra a return of the Instruments of Time and Truth, all under the watchful baton of Tom Neal.
Tickets www.bensonchoralsociety.org.uk £20 reserved or £17 unreserved

For Full Up to Date Event Listings & All Ticket Links Please Visit Our Event Pages
www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk/whats-on and follow Dorchester Abbey on Facebook & X


http://www.osj.org.uk/

Village News

Village website: www.culhamvillage.org.uk

Summary of Culham Annual Parish Council Meeting Held on
Wed 13th May 2026

Chris Pritchard was re-elected as Chair until May 2027, when he would step down from the role. The annual
meeting of the PC took place immediately before the village meeting. This meeting covered annual
governance tasks for resolution by Councillors (policies and procedures) The Annual Governance
Accountability Return - 25-26 was approved by Councillors and signed by the Chair. This will then be
forwarded to the External Auditor - Moore.

The Annual Community Meeting took place from 6.30pm.

Chris Pritchard gave an overview of the work carried out by Culham PC during the year.

This included - the installation of Speed Indciator Devices, data showed that traffic speeds had generally
reduced.

Discussions and initial plans for the village pavilion had been provided by LAPD architects and feedback
from residents was welcomed later in the meeting.

Siobhan Sergeant gave an update on environmental improvemenets. Additional trees would be purchased
and planted during October and volunteers to help with the planting would be very helpful. Siobhan
encouraged all to work together to preserve and support nature and the environment. Siobhan explained
that the young trees needed support and bracing until they further matured and it is important not to remove
the supports when the trees are young.

Regular tree surveys by a fully qualified arboriculturalist had been arranged with the first survey due to take
place in June.

Nacho Gimenez gave an update regarding grounds maintenance and footpaths - Grass cutting tenders are
submitted each year during December. Drewe Landscaping had been selected for teh second year. Nacho
encourged all to let him or the Clerk know if there are any concerns or areas which may still require
maintenance.

Planning and Development - Caroline Baird.

Caroline gave a brief update with regard to the White Horse Reservoir and explained the concerns of the
Parish Council.

The Chair thanked Caroline for her diligence in reviewing planning applicatoins and consultations.

Mike Cooper - Community Space and Assets - The community building/pavilion - a feasiblity study is
underway and a local architect has been engaged to provide preliminary proposals. All residents are
encouraged to give feedback.

Waste bins - residents voiced some concerns regarding overflowing waste and dog bins and locations. The
clerk would add to the next agenda for ouncillors to review.

Marianne have an update on the Ladies’ of Culham activities during the year.
Sam Casey-Rerhaye gave a general update on the District Coucil.

Andrew Churchill Stone spoke about St Paul’s Parochial church council, being without a vicar and the
ongoing desire for re-ordering.


http://www.culhamvillage.org.uk/
http://www.culhamvillage.org.uk/

6% February - Pot luck dinner

6t March - singing (Anne)

10t April - paper flowers (Jo)

1%t May - perfume making (Gaynor)
5t June - printing (Marianne)

3™ July - dyeing (Jo/Laura)
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We look forward to lots of workshops, shared
experiences and socializing: as the year goes of.

To be added onto the LOC WhatsApp:group, or
any questions, please email us

Email ladiesofculham@gmail.com




End of an Era

Thames lock keeper in Culham retires after 60 years of service

Following on from May’s article, here is a tribute to
Tony from Maria Herlihy, Waterways Manager for the
Thames, on behalf of the Environment Agency:

“Tony Wright’s retirement marks the end of an
extraordinary 60 years of service on the River Thames.
Joining the river under the Thames Conservancy in 1966,
Tony’s career has spanned every stage of modern river
management, from Thames Water and the National
Rivers Authority through to the Environment Agency.

Tony’s depth of knowledge, commitment to safety, and
willingness to support colleagues have shaped
generations of river operations. He has trained countless
staff, provided calm leadership in all conditions, and
remained a trusted and respected figure across the
Thames throughout his career.

Tony leaves behind a remarkable legacy and will be
greatly missed. We thank him for his exceptional service
and wish him every happiness in a long and
well-deserved retirement.”

District Councillor, Sam Casev-Rerhave Annual Report 2025-26

There have been some major changes in the governance of the District Council. Last May, the Libdem group
decided to govern as a single group and end the 5 year partnership with the Green Party group. This was,
however, after the 4-year Council Plan (‘The Way Ahead’) that | led when Cabinet member, was agreed and
which the Libdem group are still using — so you could say the Green influence will be felt for the last few
years of this council even if we are no longer in the Cabinet.

The political leader, Clir David Rouane (LD) stepped down and the new leader is Clir Maggie Filipova-Rivers
(LD). The Chief Executive, Mark Stone, left, and the deputy, Adrianna Partridge has been appointed as the
new Chief Executive. The head of planning, Adrian Duffield, retired after more than 25 years at this District
council, and the new head, Jeni Jackson (now called Director of Planning) has just been appointed and will
start in July.

| have been chairing the Scrutiny committee which is the statutory committee that challenges the
governing Cabinet and holds them to their stated policies and strategy, as part of the ‘opposition’. This year
the committee has examined the annual delivery plan for the council’s overall activities, the housing strategy
and temporary accommodation policies, the new waste strategy and site, the new strategy for Cornerstone
and the budget and financial out turn for the council. We continue to challenge the Cabinet on keeping to
their commitments to adhere to the ethical financial policy, ensure services are available equally across the
District and that key issues for the District, like flooding, are high on their agenda.

As part of the Green group | challenged the budget put forward for next year, adding amendments for
more grant monies for nature projects and for small housing groups such as Community Land Trusts to
develop projects. These were accepted. Other amendments for an expanded enforcement team and an
expanded conservation area team in planning were rejected by the LD cabinet, unfortunately. We also



pressed the Libdems to acquire more electric waste vehicles rather than all diesel, but again this was
rejected for reasons that weren't entirely clear.

| put a motion to the Council with ClIr Barlow, that was passed unanimously, asking the Leader of the
Council to write to the Minister about the SESRO Thames Water reservoir proposal and the lack of
emergency plans. The current proposal does not include an emergency plan in the event that the reservoir
needs to be emptied urgently — this would cause catastrophic flooding across South Oxfordshire. We are
horrified that this is not a requirement before the reservoir is agreed when so many homes and land are at
risk.

| had £7,500 allocated for councillor community projects this year (a 50% increase instigated by the
LD/Green partnership) and it was very oversubscribed! These grants are always important for communities
and this year | was delighted to support more play equipment in Nuneham Courtenay, furniture for Long
Wittenham pre-school, bench repair in Clifton Hampden Rec, and a contribution to a reading programme to
improve the reading skills for children in the ward. Other applications, for example for solar panels for a
community area, and a generator for a village hall, | hope will be eligible for other grants available at the
Council.

A lot of time and effort has been spent by councillors and Council officers on the Local Government
Reorganisation (LGR) proposals. A proposal was put forward by South Oxfordshire for two unitary
councils in Oxfordshire and W Berkshire. | support this, being the most sensible size for economies of scale
but also small enough to be near local communities. The focus on LGR has meant that some of the
ambitions we as the Green councillors had to use some of the council reserves on land purchase for a
nature park can no longer go ahead because of government regulations. This is very disappointing. It is also
disappointing that so much of the energy and time of the council has to be put into these proposals. This
feels to me like a low priority when so many other things are needed in the country.

The long-running saga of the Joint Local Plan 2041 has continued over the past year, with interventions
from the Planning Inspectorate and the housing minister, first pausing progress on the examination and then
restarting it in February 2026. This has been taking place against the backdrop of new national planning
legislation, a new planning policy framework (December 2024) and a consultation on a completely new
framework which closed on 10" March. We expect part 2 of the inquiry on the plan to take place over the
summer, which would enable us to adopt the new plan in early 2027.

A few recent updates for May/June 2026

Help towards the high price of heating oil

The South and Vale Community Hub are currently supporting residents who are struggling to

afford household oil heating costs - which includes financial support available through the Oxfordshire Crisis
Support Scheme.

Please help to spread the word about the scheme. You can find more information on the Oxfordshire Crisis
Support Scheme | Oxfordshire County Council

Waste Survey Live

The Waste team at the Council have launched their latest survey to find out what residents think about their
waste collection, street cleaning services and waste reduction initiatives.

Last year, more than 2,100 people took part in the 2025 survey with more than 81 percent of respondents
indicating they were satisfied or very satisfied with the waste collection service.

Residents are encouraged to complete the 2026 survey by

visiting — southandvale.gov.uk/WasteSurvey Comments are open until 4 June.

If anyone has questions or requires the survey in an alternative format (for example large print, Braille,
audio, email, Easy Read and alternative languages) they should email waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk or
call 01235 422146.

As a result of the feedback from last year’s survey, staff received extra training to help ensure bins are
returned correctly after emptying, further checks were put in place around litter bin emptying and measures



https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/help-rising-living-costs/residents-support-scheme
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/help-rising-living-costs/residents-support-scheme
https://us.list-manage.com/K8l81atCP_S?e=bde07cf931&c2id=e94af87cf00f1b02b415b3a6843ab6a9
mailto:waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk?subject=Let%27s%20Talk%20Rubbish%20survey%202026&body=null

put in place ensure street cleaning standards across the area are maintained. There has also
been increased communication on which items go in which bin, especially around food waste.

New Waste Vehicle Depot

The Council is currently working on a long-term vehicle depot at the former Haseley Trading Estate in South
Oxfordshire, for the waste collection and street cleaning vehicle fleet. The new site, owned by the Council
since last year, will be used as a depot for parking all vehicles associated with the waste and cleaning
service and vehicles where members of staff will operate from. This includes 97 parking bays for operational
use and 186 parking bays for staff and visitors. The contractor commenced construction work on site earlier
this year. The site is a replacement for the current one which is rented by the council at Culham No1 site,
which is designated as an industrial growth area and has a current planning permission application in at the
council for redevelopment with new industrial units across most of the site.

Find out more at: www.southandvale.gov.uk/haseley-trading-estate

Capital Grants Scheme opens

The latest round of our Capital Grant Scheme will go live later this month.

The grant gives organisations a financial boost towards capital expenditure such as making improvements to
buildings or play areas with applications of up to £75,000.

The grant will launch on Tuesday 26 May to Monday 20 July. Head to our

website southoxon.gov.uk/grants for more details.

Park Sports Centre Energy Efficiency retrofit

Work on installing energy-saving measures at Park Sports Centre in Wheatley to replace end-of-life gas
boilers is progressing well as contractors have just finished installing 268 solar panels on the centre roof.
This follows extensive insulation work. The solar panels are expected to create 113,045kWh per year
(equivalent to the electricity used in 40 average UK homes). The council successfully bid for government
funding towards installing sustainable energy measures. The next stage is installing air source heat pumps.

Contact me at: Sam.casey-rerhaye@southoxon.gov.uk


https://us.list-manage.com/SEO30BjYHVR?e=bde07cf931&c2id=e94af87cf00f1b02b415b3a6843ab6a9
https://us.list-manage.com/bJbK50wkSrT?e=bde07cf931&c2id=e94af87cf00f1b02b415b3a6843ab6a9
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Cllr Robin Jones
(Green Party) (Berinsfield & Garsington Division)

Email: Robin.Jones@Oxfordshire.gov.uk Mob: +44 7916 293681
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Oxfordshire’s SEND Improvement Notice,
issued following a local area partnership
inspection by Ofsted and the Care Quality
Commission in 2023 was removed in April
2026 by The Rt Hon Bridget Phillipson MP,
Secretary of State for Education, recognising
ongoing improvements in services for
Oxfordshire’s SEND children.

FULL COUNTY COUNCIL

May’s Full Council meeting represents one year of the present elected body so takes the form of the annual
ceremonial Full Council where the new Chair and Vice Chair get voted in. Frustratingly this means no
motions and no questions to Cabinet (which also occurred in February being entirely about the Budget).

Given this democratic deficit (i.e.: two of the annual seven Full Councils having no motions or questions) we
are still trying to change the constitution to enable more motions to be heard at each Full Council as well as
an improved rotational approach to the parties bringing their motions. Via a cross-party working group, we
are hoping to improve the amount of work the Council tackles. So far, we have agreed we will be starting
earlier, the Chair can extend the overall meeting if they feel we haven’t got far enough and, as above, the
rotational nature of motions will be slightly restructured to be fairer to all parties. This will all have of course
to be ratified by the Full Council at some point but being cross-party we are hopeful.

ROAD RE-SURFACING

OCC has announced that £8million will be invested in surface treatment for the county’s roads. This is a
preventative measure, which in the absence of the billions required to re-make the nation’s roads, will
hopefully reduce the chance of having as many potholes next winter. The full report is here.

CRIME STATISTICS
For crime statistics for your area please enter your postcode into the search bar in here.
LOCAL ELECTIONS

District and City council elections are taking place across Oxfordshire on Thursday 7 May for Cherwell
District Council, Oxford City Council and West Oxfordshire District Council.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Oxfordshire Highways Annual Report: The annual report can be found here.

Local Government reorganisation (LGR): Work is happening in the background to be LGR ready, but full
planning can only happen once we hear back from government. We should hear back prior to the summer
parliamentary recess on July 16th.

Drain clearing: OCC has committed to cleaning every roadside gully, drain and manhole every year for the
duration of the current term. (more here). | know some drains have been missed — so please do report these
directly to OCC via FixMyStreet.



SEND Improvement notice: The government has removed the improvement notice for services and young
people with special educational needs and disabilities in Oxfordshire. Read more here.

LOCAL QUESTIONS TO FULL COUNCIL
No questions can be asked at the May Full Council.

Please contact me (details at top) if you wish me to raise any questions on your behalf in future Full Council
meetings.

CURRENT CONSULTATIONS

East West Rail (EWR) Consultation: EWR is running a public consultation to 9th June on updated proposals
with particular reference to Oxfordshire at London Road, Bicester and Oxford Parkway. More details here.

Other News

WwWild =
Oxfordshire

Insect Week: Tiny Creatures, Big Impact
They may be small, but insects make a BIG difference to nature recovery.

From 22 June to 28 June, the Royal Entomological Society’s spotlight week is a celebration of all thing’s
insect.

And these small critters really do make all the difference... there are more than 24,000 species in the UK
alone, and they can be found in almost every habitat. Their jack-of-all-trades role spans pollinators,
predators, pests, parasites, and prey, and the study of insects has long been central to conservation, food
production, medicine, and ecology.

At Wild Oxfordshire, insects are essential to our Yellow Wagtail
Partnership project. Established in 2020 by patron Dr Robin
Buxton, the Partnership works with the Earth Trust Church Farm
Partnership and Lower Farm, to “learn and communicate as much
as possible about the impact of different land management
techniques both on this species and the wider environment”.

As a migrant species, insects are a vital part Yellow Wagtail diets
However, recent changes in farming practice and other human
impacts on the landscape have led to habitat and insect declines,
harming Yellow Wagtail populations. They now find themselves on
the conservation red list.

How You Can Help

Volunteer.

We occasionally ask for volunteers to carry out small projects to help with the Yellow Wagtail Partnership;
this can range from helping out with fieldwork and managing data to creating visual aids for our work.
Our partner, Earth Trust, regularly recruits volunteers. Whether you are out counting insects or sitting at a
desk, volunteering your time (with the Earth Trust) will help them carry out the vital work they do for the
Yellow Wagtail Partnership, as well as their other projects.

Have an idea for a research project?



We are keen to hear from students and researchers about their research ideas and would be happy to
discuss the possibility of using our site to support your research.
Please get in touch to discuss what might be possible.

Record your Yellow Wagtail sightings.

Help us learn more about Yellow Wagtails in Oxfordshire by reporting your sightings to TVERC (Thames
Valley Environmental Records Centre).

Help to look after our grasslands.

- Stick to the path and avoid wandering into the fields as this may disturb nesting birds or lead to nest
abandonment.

- Be respectful of the livestock, keep dogs on leads when there are calves in the fields.

- Remember to take your and your dog’s rubbish home with you.

- Don’t have BBQs on the grasslands, as you may cause a fire.

Gardening tips for June

1. Want to help garden birds? Don’t feed them in warmer months.

The RSPB have released guidance on feeding birds, stating that putting up bird feeders in your garden could
be putting some species at risk disease. Stop filling bird feeders with seeds and peanuts from 1 May to 31
October as will prevent too many birds gathering in one place. Instead, still put out small amounts of
mealworms, fat balls or suet all year round.

2. Let the grass grow

June is peak time for insects like butterflies, bees, and beetles. Leaving even a small patch of lawn uncut
creates shelter and food for the likes of Meadow Browns, Large Blue butterflies, and Thick-legged flower
beetles.

3. Go chemical-free

Gardening organically is a good way to ensure that the food and plants you grow are free of pesticides or
chemicals, and the wildlife will thank you for it too.

By stopping the use of chemicals, slugs, snails, and insects such as aphids will return, but don’t worry! In
time, so will their natural predators, such as hedgehogs and slowworms to help keep pest numbers down.
4. Keep Bird Baths Topped Up

Fresh water is essential for birds in warm weather. Keep a shallow dish with a few pebbles and help insects
drink safely. However, only put out a bird bath if you can replace the water daily and clean the bird bath
weekly to prevent the spread of diseases, especially in the warmer months.

Visit our social media pages for updates on our work
facebook.com/wildoxfordshire @WildOxfordshire

instagram.com/wild oxfordshire linkedin.com/company/wild-oxfordshire/



https://www.facebook.com/wildoxfordshire/
https://twitter.com/WildOxfordshire
http://www.instagram.com/wild_oxfordshire
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wild-oxfordshire/

Message from Matthew Barber, Police and Crime Commissioner

Shutting down criminal businesses
Barber shops with no customers. Car washes turning
over hundreds of thousands of pounds. Nail bars that

only take cash. These can be signs of criminal miﬁfng_eszviagfber : I Rttt
businesses acting in plain sight. IFInZ FCTIoNN

| have long been working on a change in the law to pLr B .

increase police powers to issue closure notices.

. . o . STAY IN TOUCH
Closure notices are an important tool in disrupting matthew@matthewbarber.co.uk

criminal activity on our high streets, but current powers ML rco i
@matthewbarberUK = [ ¢
do not go far enough.

Bacber of DWCA, Bosten Ho.se, Grove Busines: Park Downsview i8

A closure notice is a legal instrument issued by the police or local authorities prohibiting access to premises
for up to 48 hours to cease nuisance or illegal activity. It mandates immediate closure, the breaching of
which is a criminal offence.

With the support of the Shadow Policing Minister and Members of the House of Lords, | drafted an
amendment to the Crime and Policing Bill which would have strengthened the powers of the Police, local
councils and the courts to shut down criminal businesses.

This would have seen the time limit attached to closure notices extended to 7 days and give the courts the
power to shut businesses participating in criminal activity indefinitely.

Disappointingly, this amendment was blocked by the Government despite cross-party support. The Crime
and Policing Bill has now received Royal Assent and become law, but without this change it is a real missed
opportunity.

There is a ray of hope, however. Although not enough MPs backed my amendment, the Government has
agreed to consult on implementing similar changes in the future.

| have written to the Policing Minister to urge her to act swiftly to put more power in the hands of the police to
tackle illegal activity and stand up for law-abiding businesses.

This is about delivering more than temporary disruption. By increasing police powers, we can more
effectively tackle criminality; clearing up our high streets and ensuring local communities are protected.



.-.IIIII.I.II..-II.........II.II
; v PR

CINEMA sencoon

The Abbey Cinema acquires the freehold from Abingdon Town Council

The future of the Abbey Cinema is finally assured. The council is spared the financial burden of maintaining
the buildings which it has been clear that it cannot afford estimated at £2.5m, current estimate £3m.

lan Wiper, Managing Director of the Abbey Cinema, said that this was a difficult deal to negotiate not least
because the town council originally acquired the premises from the Vale under certain conditions. Disposal
involved complex legal documents concerning future use of the building and various covenants which had to
be transferred in title, along with overage arrangements to ensure that the council benefitted were the
building ever to be sold.

In addition to showing films, the cinema has an extensive ongoing programme of community events. These
include private screenings attended by film producers and directors; events to promote awareness of
support in Abingdon for those living with domestic abuse; Q&As in support of climate change awareness and
action in partnership with the One Planet Abingdon Climate Emergency Centre; many charity events; and
ongoing work with local schools and colleges.

The Arts Society Abingdon (TASA) takes up residence once a month to host its hugely popular programme
of guest speakers. There are frequent special screenings for Parent & Baby, Kids Club and the cinema is
often used as a venue for children and adult birthday parties, as well as a space for art exhibitions.

The Abbey Cinema opened in 2018 and has operated a series of short rental leases.

lan added “this was not ideal as we had no security and were unable to commit the capital required for
various important projects, which can now proceed with confidence”. Key priorities are to separate the
internal space of the modern Abbey Hall from the Guildhall, which remains under the council’s management
and ownership; improve disabled access; improve the external appearance of the building, which some
regard as a carbuncle; and importantly from a commercial perspective, create a second smaller screening
room to enable a greater variety of films and events.

lan added “We have plans drawn up for the building which will shortly be displayed at the cinema and on the
website”.

Notes

The Abbey Cinema is run by husband and wife team Sue & lan Wiper, and family. They previously restored
and re-opened derelict Grade Il listed art deco cinema The Regal in the nearby town of Evesham, bringing it
back to life in 2012 — it is now the biggest single screen cinema in the UK by box office sales and a hub of
the community. It hosts live events by top UK and international musicians and comedians. It has won
numerous awards including for architectural restoration and has been awarded substantial grants from the
Arts Council.



The Mouthpiece

Please note that any opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and not
necessarily those of the editors. We accept contributions and advertisements in good faith and
cannot be responsible for errors therein.

Please send contributions for the July 2026 issue of The Mouthpiece by June 15" to:
generalmouthpiece@gmail.com

The Mouthpiece is produced by villagers for villagers.

The Mouthpiece is published by the editorial team. The Mouthpiece is printed with support from the
Culham Campas. All contributions for the next edition should be emailed to
generalmouthpiece@gmail.com before the copy deadline.

We are pleased to receive contributions and to have any published you must provide your name &
contact details to the editors.

The Mouthpiece Team

We always welcome new volunteers to join the team whether you enjoy editing, marketing or
distribution — please contact Anne or Gordon directly if you are interested in joining us

The Mouthpiece
is printed by
Culham Publication Services

Your local Creative studio

Address

Stuart Morris, K1-0-65
Culham Campus
Abingdon, Oxfordshire,
0X14 3DB

Contact

t: 01235 464904

t: 01235 464423

e: printservices@ukaea.uk
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Local Services Directory

Private English Tuition

www.andrewjamison.co.uk

What I Offer:

¢ Online or in-person

e 1-2-1 or group sessions

e 11+ & 13+ entrance exams
e GCSE, IB and A Level

e Oxbridge Preparation

o UCAS Personal Statements
¢ Creative Writing

¢ Homeschooling

e Adult English learning

About Me:
Qualified teacher with 13
years of experience in a
range of schools
A Level Examiner
Published author
PhD Candidate

Located in Drayton

Contact me for a free consultation today:

@ info@andrewjamison.co.uk

e 07821417729

[] Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors

¢T3 No Call Out Charge () All Work Fully Guaranteed

No Fix No Fee

@ 10% Senior Citizen Discount

07772111 222

HERITAGE

JOINERY

Handcrafted Bespoke Jomnery made using the

finest sustainable matenials

o Sash/Casement Windows — «  Futed Wardrobes « Kichens
o Doors e Statrcases o Jomery packages
o Cabinetry o Furmure o Bespoke Jomery

s info@hentageoxford.co.uk




PILATES

+ -
MONDAY 9:30 - 10:30 AM %‘ T

=

FRIDAY |~ 9:30- 10:30 AM »

Richard Mathews Florist

01235 847194
Order online via our new website

www.richardmathewsflorist.co.uk

I Matrix Arts Centre, Sutton Courtenay, OX14 4UA j g&" P ST ﬂmi
Drop in or book in advance online

ELFEE 5

: M@LUNAS WIZARRS
E' h \: Y. DANCE PROJECT YOUR LOCAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE

& RATS, MICE, MOLES & ‘)
SQUIRRELS
WASPS, MOTHS & ALL INSECTS
PROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN

PROMPT SERVICE
MARK DEARLOVE - 07446377816

NIIAR AAVARQ - infAlMnactwrirarde A~ il

%Suley Car Washes ()

Shaun Guard 4
TV & WIFI SERVICES =

/ .
W Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception solved ©
B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations, foreign TV
B Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer , O
B TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned N
B CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

We're the new car wash in town, and
we're here to earn your trust - one
spotless car at a time.

Get your car looking showroom-new
while supporting a local startup!

&= OXFORD AERIALS

\ e, s

N1 23E
1SV VA 402 44 70
First 15 customers get 509 OFF a wash - no strings attached.

Friendly service, great prices, and your car will thank you!

Tel:+44 7563870447
Email: sebbailey19@icloud.com
Q@ Culham.

cycle couture collective 0 ~-

www.velovibe.co.uk



CARDY CARS

Oxfordshire’s Female Owned & Operated Taxi Service

Easy booking online any time Or give us a call... we're here to help

— PRE-BOOK YOUR JOURNEY TODAY -

€€ Hello, we are your friendly, local taxi service for advance bookings in

Airport Transfers
P Culham and the surrounding area. We're here to help, o do give us

f , b dtraint inal ’
ekl i a call for your next journey. Until then, have a lovely day! 99
— Mya at Cardy Cars
Hospital & Doctor Appts. . » Off=0]
Wait-and-return option available @ Shippon @ Radley I:
Marcham Abingdon [=]
[ ]
. [
Concerts, Gigs & Shows Clifton
Wait-and-return option available e Culbam Hampden
Drayton e
® Sutton Courtenay >

) . il Appleford

Sporting Events g ion ®

Wait-and-return option available SEEvEton Didcot

° ® &
Harwell
. . feitoe East & West

Shopping Trips a HEbone

Wait-and-return and shopping Chilton f

assistance options available -

@cardycars

Get 10% off your next booking with promo code: | cyLHAM10 !

Freephone hatsApp & Text Email
0800 404 5670 «D» 07588 588 640 book@cardycars.com




DIRTY CARPETS, IIPIIIllSTEIIY RUGS

Unbeatable results, removes
almost all spots & stains

GRIMEBUSTERS

01865 726983 01235 555533

ALVICKERYanoSON

Hardware and much more!

Keys Cut while you wait,
cookshop, housewares,

tools, gardening... D
...you’ll save money, time Qj)

and mileage when you try
5 The Green, Drayton,

, L Abingdon OX14 4JA
5 | Telephone 01235 531497
Just park outside!

OPEN Monday to Saturday 9am to 5.30pm

Tonks Brothers Funeral Directors
ABINGDON & KENNINGTON

158 Ock Street, Abingdon OX14 5DT Tel
01235 539444
166 Kennington Rd, Kenningfon OX1 5PG Tel
01865 736144

www. tonksbrothers.com

“Proud to be a_family business”




open Tuesday - Saturday
late nights Wednezday & Friday
open all day Saturday
discount for senior citizens Tuesday & Wednesday
free off road parkine

For a professional hut friendly service phone
01235848453 or calf in and see us ar
& Milton Road,. Sutton Courtenay

Milton Garden Machinery Ltd

Don’t Mown at the Mower!
Garden machinery winter servicing

Please call or Email for a quotation.
Established for over 30 years.

We repair all types of petrol driven machinery.
Main dealers for: Alko, Briggs Stratton, Countax, Cub
Cadet, Echo, Efco, Hayter, Lawnflite, Mitox, MTD,

Murray, Toro, Westwood, Wheelhorse. We repair
Stihl and Honda machines too

15% discount in Oct — Nov, 10% discount in Dec,
5% discount in Jan on all parts and labour.

Collection & Delivery Service available

@%$ unisex hair salon i 930/%‘%

Reasons to be cheerful!

Cupcakes, French macaroons and celebration cakes.
Weddings, birthdays, parties and corporate orders.
www.cupcakebaker.co.uk mail@cupcakebaker.co.uk
6 High Street, Cultham. 01235 533370

Supplier to Raymond Blanc’s Two Michelin Star

restaurant and hotel Belmond Le Manoir aux Quat’ Saisons.

Windyridge Farm, Milton Road,
Abingdon 0X14 4EZ

Tel: 01235 555115

Email:
paul@miltongardenmachinery.co.uk
www.miltongardenmachinery.co.uk

Culham

Garden Services

Local, Reliable and Professional

Available for all aspects of garden maintenance and

clearance
Seasoned logs and kindling for sale
07857383069
James(@culhamgardenservices.co.uk {gmgfg e
Regular and one-off services available o

Public Liability Insured Lawn treatment service




MOSSINATOR® EVTOG

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS >
Know Yourself and find your purpose.
Condcete y encuentra tu proposito.

Moss Removal & Roof Cleaning

Patio & Drivejway Cleaning . : www.entoscoaching.com/en
Render & BanWO'.'k Ck?#"} / Q juan@entoscoaching.com
 Solar Panel & Skylight Cleaning

07525 051971
My name is Juan. Have you tried coaching to|
improve your life? Try it with a first free session!

A few lucky customers get 20% off (limited offer)
+

| offer discounts for booking 4 sessions.

Coaching delivered online or in the comfort of your
home (private place needed, contact for availability).

Enhance the appearance of your propérty We can sheak /. Podemos hablaren

with our quality assured friendly service SN = T
info@mossinator.co.uk - 01865 362797, Zalin  or/o  mmm—

Larkmead &«
T €

VETS

CARING FOR PETS &

' FARM ANIMALS ACROSS 9.
SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE 4 :
& BEYOND - -

I3

PROUDLY INDEPENDENT ‘
e

W

With branches -at:

- Didcot*
- Great Western Park
- Cholsey*
- Benson
F - Sutton Courtenay
l.. 01235 814991 / 01491 651379 g —. - Wantage (opening 2024)

* with hospital facilities

@& www.larkmead.co.uk

® 07360 277998 : '__;Zr__ fv




SB

Domestic Maintenance

Window Cleaning Patio/Driveway Clean Hedge Cutting
Conservatory Roof Cleaning VWaste Removal Painting and Decorating
Gutter Clean/Repair Gardening Fencing

And much more.............

For a free quotation please call Sam on tel. 07926 415176

The Railway Inn

> — — 11room Bed & Breakfast 3 Star AA award
WOODEN WINDOW REPAIR SPECILlSTS Bar open Monday & Tuesday 14:00 to 22:00hrs

: ) ) - Wednesday to Friday 12:00 to 22:00hrs
T HE = Flaking paint and cracked putty restored =Rotting and failing ) )
Or wood replaced =Specialists in wood stains, oils and varnishes Saturday 13:00 to 23:00hrs
sHi i i { Sunday 12:00 to 21:00hrs
\WINDOW REPAIR High performance treatments combined with modern and u y

Shiae traditional paint solutions =All types of glazing supplied and fitted

CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE (Fzo
07880 560 403

www.oxfordwindowrepair.com

Menu served (Please phone to book)
Monday & Tuesday 18:00 to 20:30hrs
Wednesday to Friday 12:00 to 14:30hrs

CERTl |ED & 18:00 to 20:30hrs
Saturday 18:00 to 21:00hrs

INSTALLER

Sunday Roast 12:00 to 14:00hrs
Phone 01235 528046
Email: info@railwayinnculham.co.uk
www.railwayinnculham.co.uk




WHO IS WHO IN CULHAM

CULHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Chris Pritchard (Chair) c.pritchard@culham-pc.gov.uk

Caroline Baird c.baird@culham-pc.gov.uk

Sam Casey-Rerhaye s.caseyrerhaye@culham-pc.gov.uk

Nacho Gimenez n.gimenez@culham-pc.gov.uk

Mike Richmond-Cooper

m.richmondcooper@culham-pc.gov.uk

Siobhan Sargeant s.sargeant@culham-pc.gov.uk

CLERK TO PARISH COUNCIL

Denise Corney clerk@culham-pc.gov.uk

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Sam Casey-Rerhaye

Sam.Casey-Rerhaye@southoxon.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Robin Jones robin.jones@oxfordshire.gov.uk

ST PAUL'S CHURCH
Associate Team Vicar: Revd. Joanne Allen
Ordained Local Minister Revd. David Haylett
Hon. Treasurer: Andrew Churchill Stone
Churchwarden: vacancy
Hon. Secretary: vacancy
FRIENDS OF ST PAUL'S CHURCH
Chairman: Philip Owen

ST PAUL’S & CULHAM VILLAGE RE-ORDERING COMMTTEE

Philip Owen stpaulsandculhamvillage@gmail.com

LADIES OF CULHAM (LOC)

Laura Cooper ladiesofculham@gmail.com

CULHAM POORS ALLOTMENT CHARITY
Hon Secretary Gordon Gibbs
POLICE

Neighbourhood Policing Team

THE MOUTHPIECE generalmouthpiece@gmail.com

Editors: Anne Churchill Stone
Gordon & Joan Gibbs
Advertising Manager: vacancy

advertmouthpiece@gmail.com

Distribution: Laura & Mike Cooper

3 The Burycroft, Culham

3 The Burycroft, Culham

revjoallen@gmail.com
Dorchester Office: 01865 340007

familyhaylett@yahoo.com

21 High Street, Culham

6 The Green, Culham

6 The Green, Culham

Also Jenny Williams, Jo Oughtred

32 High Street, Culham

Non-emergency Phone Number

21 High Street, Culham

32 High Street, Culham

9 Tollgate Road, Culham

01235 635566

01235 635566

+44 7916 93681

01865 407382
01235 533011

01235 555223

01235 555223

01235 523679

101

01235 533011
01235 523679
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